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Jenna-Leigh McKinley:
SSA Foundation Scholarship Winner

Self storage has already been a major factor in her life.

By John Dunlap, Editor - SSA Globe

For Jenna-Leigh McKinley, self storage has been a source
of learning and growth, as well as providing a platform
to gain confidence. There aren’t many teenagers who can
make that claim, but the Fletcher, North Carolina, student
is most certainly one. And having been chosen as a SSA
Foundation Scholarship Award winner was pretty much
the icing on the cake as far as her self storage experience
is concerned.

Her mother and father, Shelia and Dave, own and operate
Fletcher Self Storage, located in western North Caro-
lina, about 15 minutes from Hendersonville. Dave is a
contractor who wanted to get into the self storage busi-
ness and, over five years, designed and built their facility.

The McKinleys opened Fletcher Self Storage in January of
2006 and brought high school student Jenna-Leigh into
the fold to help out in 2008.

“It was a natural process for her because she came to work
with me everyday because I homeschooled her,” says mom
Shelia. “She did learn all about the business and enjoys
working with the people. It helped her to overcome her
shyness with people as well. When it came time for college
and we were searching I knew we would need a little help
so my husband was reading the SSA Globe and saw that
the SSA was offering scholarships so we applied right away”

See Scholarship, p. 28

SSA Foundation Scholarship winner Jenna-Leigh McKinley knows self storage—she and her assistant, Rambo, have been helping out
at her parents’ self storage business since 2008.
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The Self Storage Association Foundation (SSAF), the 501(c)(3) arm of the national Self Storage Association (SSA), will
commence a scholarship program beginning with the fall semester, 2010. The SSAF Scholarship Program will provide
financial aid toward college or trade school tuition in the form of grants to employees or relatives of employees of
self storage companies or vendor companies that serve the industry. Eligible companies must be members of the Self

Storage Association. The SSAF board of governors thanks the generous SSA members who have already made the
program a tremendous success with more than $370,000 contributed.

NAMED GIFT
$50,000
Ed & Craig Olson, A-American Storage Management Co., Inc.

PLATINUM

$25,000 — $49,999

Ben Eisler, Baco Realty
William F. Kenney, All American Self Storage
Phyllis McArthur, Morningstar Mini Storage

Ken Nitzberg & Kelly Gallacher, Devon Self Storage
Edmund C. Olson Family Foundation
Edward & Jeanette Roach, SKS Management, LLC

GoLD
$10,000 — $24,999
Foy R. Cooley, Access Self Storage
Peter Cowie & Robert McIntosh, Southern Self Storage

Nancy Gunning & Joseph Wolinsky,
Chesapeake Resources, Inc.

Albert R. Heyward III, The Heyward Companies
Michael Lackland, Lackland Self Storage
K. Blair Nagel, Metro Self Storage
Patrick Reilly, Urban Self Storage
Bridget Schalk, Pegasus Group

SILVER
$5,000 — $9,999
William F. Bohannan Jr., AMSMC-Storage Solutions
Robert Francis, The Heron Group, Inc.

The Geiler & Bromiley Families, SoCal Self Storage, LLC
William Hobin, The William Warren Group, Inc.
Michael McGuire, Stor-All New Orleans
Lawrence Nora, U-Stor-It Group
Michael A. Nunez, A+ Mini Storage
Thomas & Carlyn Paterson Family Trust
Jefferson Shreve, Storage Express
Marc Smith, Shaders Brothers
Aaron Swerdlin, Holliday Fenoglio & Fowler, LP
Richard & Shawn Tanner, Extra Space Storage

BRONZE
$2,500 — $4,999
Robert & Toni Bader, Bader Company
Anthony Castro, Castor Valley Hayward Storage LLC
John H. Gilliland, Investment Real Estate
Dave Gordon
David K. Harder, Security Self Storage
Michael Haugh, Absolute Storage Management
Barry Hoeven, Westport Properties, inc
Carol & Thomas Krendl, Skilcheck

Robert & Rosemary Schoff,
National Self Storage Management Inc

Tracy & Diane Taylor,
Watson and Taylor Management Company

PARTNER
$1,000 — $2,499
Mike & Janice Burnam, Storage Mart
Brian Caster, A-1 Self Storage
James O. Davies, Belgravia Capital
Gary DeBode, Manhattan Mini Storage
Hardy Good, Minico Inc.
Glenn Hunter, DOMICO
Mike Mikkelson, Liberty Investment Properties
Maurice & Lori Pogoda, Pogoda Companies
Michael Riva, MSR Holdings, LLC
Tom & Deborah Smith, Incorporated Investments, Inc.
Steve Wilson, Hide-Away Storage

FRIEND
$100 — $999
Mitchell Danzis, Storage Station & Danvest LLC
Golden State Storage, Ojai Oil Company
Norman & Constance Kotoch, Security Self Storage Ltd
Brenda Scarborough, Accountable Management
Don Temple, Don Temple Storage
George S. Watson, Watson and Taylor
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Scholarship, from page 26

P ac Ease It actually took a little push and some pressure from Jenna-
Leigh’s pop Dave to make sure all the forms were filled out.
“My husband was the one who kept asking if we applied

« = o Th e E a S I e S t for it,” Shelia adds. “I was afraid that there would be too
Way to !mpro ve many peopl‘e who would get it, also there was so chh

paper work involved but now I am glad he kept pushing
Your PrOﬁtSl' us to do the paper work because it really did pay off and
we are so grateful. It came at such a great time because my
husband was not building houses at the time because of

the economy and our storage was at a standstill. So when
. she was awarded we were so excited because it took that
much more off of us”

I“
ﬂ'i In 2011, Jenna-Leigh hopes to attend Brevard College in
Our Retal f Brevarq, North Carolina, and will l?e working toward a
Products degree in the health field. She also is a top-notch volley-
ball player and hopes to be a part of the Brevard women’s
Sell ; 1 volleyball team.
Themselves all
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“I really wanted to win, but was not sure I had a chance;
Jenna-Leigh says. “When my mom told me, I was excited
because I knew it would help my parents with my school
expenses. I really want to get my degree in the health
field...I am working in different health fields to see what
I am best at doing. I want to work with people and help
them to have a good experience when they are sick”

When asked about working with her mom at the self
storage facility, Jenna-Leigh acknowledges that is has
had a positive effect on the way she deals with the world
around her.

“I like working at our self storage; I still work when I come
home for school breaks,” she says. “I've gotten to know lots
of people and it forces me to get out of my comfort zone. I
do have to call my mom sometimes when I need her help
with a move-in, but for the most part I can handle the
day-to-day operations. Its fun and I get to bring my dog
Rambo, who is a good friend”

Referral : usmess
with Our Private
Label Program

) Other than her work helping her mom at Fletcher Self
S elf Stora ge Su Pp lies Storage, Jenna-Leigh is a typical teenager. She loves volley-

. . ball and shopping and hanging out with her friends, as
Moving Equipment pbne .

well as enjoying her time with Rambo. So what lessons

Nationwide Distribution has she learned from being around a self storage busi-
. ness? Her mom Shelia says self storage helped Jenna-Leigh
One S tUP Sh opping overcome shyness and learn how to deal with the working

world in earnest.

by “Dave and I both felt that it would be good for Jenna to
WMOVING EQUIPMENT work for us because it would give her a better under-

Five Locations to Serve You standing of what it would be like to work with people and
to gain a sense of responsibility;” Shelia says. “Jenna-Leigh
So. California ~ San Francisco says it was really hard in the beginning because she is shy.
800-225-3659  B00-323-6559 But as time passed and she got to know the people, then
Sacramento Las Vegas Chicago she became a little more comfortable. We are glad when
800-439-3934 888-323-6559 888-795-0189 she comes home from college because we put her right

” e,

to work?”
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